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D avid Bryan Sledge, age 79, of Longview, TX passed away on Monday, March 3,

2025 after a long battle with cancer. David was born on December 28, 1945 in
Dallas, TX to Harley Davidson Sledge and Hazel Marie Duckworth Sledge.

David graduated from Duncan High School and then went to Howard Payne University and the
University of Oklahoma. He was drafted into the Navy and served four years fighting in Viet Nam.

He was shot and critically injured just 3 days short of his return home date. He spent many
months in the hospital recovering from his wounds along with many months of physical

rehabilitation. He was honorably discharged after having received the Purple Heart for his actions
in that gun battle. He also received the Bronze Medal for saving a young boy in a village being
raided by his platoon. Afterwards he decided to go in to the physical fitness field due to not being

able to fulfill his dream of becoming a surgeon because of his crippling injuries.

He spent many years in Midland working for Paul Thorpe Spas and eventually found his way to
Mt. Pleasant, TX where he met his soon to be wife, Janet. They were married in 1984 having

recently celebrated 40 years of marriage and raising two wonderful children. He was a loving
husband, Dad, and Papa Sledge to his two beautiful grand daughters.

David’s love of golf inspired him to move into that line of work and he directed the Junior Golf
Camp at Pinecrest Country Club for many years. Some of those young people stayed in touch
with David for many years and he loved working with them and watching them excel in the game

of golf and in life. Some of his special students were more like friends and would text and come
by to see him. He thoroughly enjoyed sharing the game of golf with everyone.

He was preceded in death by his parents, grandparents, his sister Leighneil, and his sister Marla.
Those left to cherish his memory and good times are his wife, Janet, his daughter Renae Lowe
and her husband Charlie along with their children Ruby and Evie of Glasgow, Scotland, his son

Brandon of Longview, TX. He is also survived by his brother Dennis and his wife Pam, of
Midland, TX. Many nieces, nephews and cousins along with a large group of loving friends.
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David will be missed by all those who knew him and we will miss his inspirational messages he
would send to so many everyday.

If you wish to make a donation in David’s memory he would be honored if you chose Buckner
Children and Family Services as they held a special place in his heart as well as in his mother’s

heart.
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Visitation

Rader Funeral Home

1617 Judson Rd., Longview TX 75601

Celebration of Life

Chapel of Rader Funeral Home of Longview

1617 Judson Road, Longview TX 75601

Events David Bryan Sledge
DEC  28, 1945 - MAR  3, 2025

Saturday, March 8, 2025

2:00 PM - 2:30 PM CT

Saturday, March 8, 2025

2:30 PM - 3:00 PM CT

PAGE 5 OF 11

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=32.5247093,-94.7431954
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=32.5247093,-94.7431954
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Rader Funeral Home shared a Video.

March 6 at 11:31 AM

Rader Funeral Home shared aWebcast Video.

March 8 at 9:23 AM

DR Debra And Randy Lee planted a Memorial Tree in honor of David.

March 7 at 5:58 PM

DR Debra And Randy Lee sent a Gracious Lavender Basket to the Sledge family.

March 7 at 5:58 PM

PC Patti C. planted a grove of 3 Memorial Trees in honor of David.

March 7 at 4:55 PM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of David.

March 7 at 9:37 AM
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Anonymous sent a Treasured Lilies Spray to the Sledge family.

March 7 at 9:37 AM

JN James And Karen Nichols planted a Memorial Tree in honor of David.

March 6 at 8:44 PM

JN James And Karen Nichols sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Sledge family.

March 6 at 8:44 PM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of David.

March 6 at 1:34 PM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Sledge family.

March 6 at 1:34 PM

Anonymous sent an Emerald Garden Basket to the Sledge family.

March 6 at 9:56 AM
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WC William Charles posted:

Best golf instructor in East Texas. A godly man!

March 6 at 5:14 AM

AB Amy Bratteli sent a Days of Sunshine Bouquet to the Sledge family.

March 5 at 6:32 PM

DN Davis Noble posted:

David was an old friend. The kind you picked up right where you left off even if hadn’t seen each

other for sometime. He was a man of great faith, putting his trust in God’s hands completely. He was

a fighter extraordinaire, having battled so much physical pain in his life. You have fought the good

fight, you finished the race, you have kept the faith. It’s time to rest. You will be missed.

March 5 at 4:07 PM

JS Jeannine Smith lit a candle in honor of David.

March 5 at 2:46 PM

LD

Leslie Duckworth March 5 at 7:21 AM

RIH Dear cousin. You were truly one of MY personal HEROS!

Leslie Duckworth lit a candle in honor of David.

March 5 at 7:19 AM

LD
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Anonymous sent a Basket of Memories to the Sledge family.

March 5 at 3:48 AM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Sledge family.

March 5 at 3:44 AM

SD Scott & Kathy Dickerson planted a Memorial Tree in honor of David.

March 4 at 11:19 AM

SD Scott & Kathy Dickerson sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Sledge family.

March 4 at 11:19 AM

SH Sue Henderson lit a candle in honor of David.

March 4 at 10:37 AM
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Media David Bryan Sledge
DEC  28, 1945 - MAR  3, 2025

Rader Funeral Home shared a Video. March 6 at 11:31 AM

Rader Funeral Home shared aWebcast Video. March 8 at 9:23 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring David by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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